vi ESSAYS ON FAITH AND IMMORTALITY

various titles had been under consideration ; of which
the one that seems to have been finally preferred was
that given to tlie first chapter of this volume, namely
The Doctrinal Authority of Conscience. It was all
designed in the attempt at reaching a fundamental
philosophy of belief; yet, as it was still in the making,
the material was not rigorously co-ordinated, and
any stray thoughts that presented themselves were
put down as they came, regardless of their exact
relation to the whole.

The readers of these essays will probably have
some acquaintance with the life of their author, and
will know how the religious crisis of the day forced
him to deal with immediate and pressing problems,
which diverted him temporarily from tasks that could
be abandoned and resumed. Not that the works
brought forth in those years of stress were without
relation to the deepest problems of faith; but they
had necessarily a more direct bearing on difficulties
of the day than a work planned in leisure and tran-
quillity. Furthermore, the "Journal" also provided
material for the works of the moment, and was
exploited for that purpose; large portions, for
instance, being used, as I have said, in the com-
position of Lex Credendi.

Hence it could not be said that the work was in
any sense ready for publication as a systematic whole,
and it seemed, therefore, better to arrange it in
fresh order, so that place might be found for every-
thing worth preserving. It was also desirable to take
advantage of the occasion to publish anything of
interest from the later, unconsecutive "Journal" of
1906 ; and a new scheme lent itself to this purpose.